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Early English Gothic as is Amiens of French. Its Decorated spire is
the loftiest in England (404 ft.). The wide level close makes a fine
setting to what has been called the Palladium of English Gothic architec-
ture. Views of it were painted again and again by Constable, that
most typical English artist.
Canterbury Cathedral (choir 1174; nave I5tri century) is the shrine
of St. Thomas Becket, though the actual tomb of the prelate has long
since disappeared. Flights of steps and wide ambulatories make an
impressive approach to Becket's Crown Chapel. The fine central tower
and cloisters are late Perpendicular.
Wells (1180-1425) is a very complete example of monastic
lay-out, mainly Early English. Its chief glory is an immense double-
towered west front (150 ft. wide), the finest in England, with rank
upon rank of sculpture of the best period. The Decorated octagonal
chapter house also is remarkably satisfying.
EUROPE'S   LONGEST   GOTHIC   CATHEDRAL
Winchester (various dates between 1070-1486) has the double dis-
tinction of being the national church of the older English kings, and
the longest medieval cathedral in Europe (560 ft.). Here are buried
the remains of Saxon kings, including Alfred, and William II. The
choir is the largest Early English one extant, and there is some fine
choirstall carving.
Westminster Abbey was founded as a Benedictine monastery,
960, when its site was on an island. Partly rebuilt by Edward the
Confessor 1055-1065, it was later almost completely rebuilt, in large
part by Henry III (1245-1269). It has, in fact, grown with the national
growth, and is filled with tombs and shrines, including those of the
Confessor, Edward I, II, III, Henry III, V, VII and VIII, Queen
Elizabeth, Mary Stuart, and the Unknown Warrior.
THREE   LOVELIEST   ENGLISH   CHAPELS
Individual features of the Abbey are magnificent. Henry Ill's nave
(102 ft., the highest Gothic vault in England) and transepts are fine
French-influenced Early English; the Saxon-Norman chapel of the
Pyx was for centuries the first national treasury; whilst Henry VIFs
chapel (1502-1512), together with St. George's Chapel, Windsor, and
King's College Chapel, Cambridge, form a trinity that is the crown of
the Perpendicular Gothic or Tudor style. The fan tracery of the
vaulting and the canopied stalls of the Knights of the Bath combine
to make Westminster Abbey unforgettably impressive.
York (i2th-i5th centuries) is the largest in actual area and in width
(106 ft.) of English medieval cathedrals. The interior gives an impres-
sion remarkably clear-cut and spacious, the nave being second only
to Westminster Abbey in height; whilst the 14th-century stained glass
of the great windows is unique. The Five Sisters lancets in the north
transept are windows each 50 ft. high by 5 ft wide.